


FIVE KITCHENS is a surreal short film drama and
installation art piece. It's designed for cinema
as well as a three-channel

immersive experience.
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Patricia, a thi olish-Australian, visits her
great-aunt tyna in Pol for the first time, which
awakens an imagined | through her deceased

. randmother Irena’s life.
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With borscht simmering across scenes, the film dives fro
1939 wartime Poland to 1960s Australian suburbia and
ends in 2023 modern Australia.
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Here their timelines meet, by
borscht, giving catharsis wa
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Perfect marriage.
Almost perfect crime.
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Five Kitchens unfolds entirely through Patricia’s point of view. The film is
surreal and dream-like blending memory, imagination, and reality.

The film physicalizes Patricia’s internal emotional world rather than
recreating exact physical spaces and time periods.



The camera floats like Patricia"'? -
eye—using Steadicam, long takes,
and sensory details to navigate time
and memory. '

Sets are intentionally artificial
fragmented, reflecting
imagined, incomplete memories.

Sound design heightens sensory
moments and warps them into
abstraction, while an ambient
electronic score guides the film's
emotional flow.




Performances will remain naturalistic
to anchor the dreamlike tone. Irena will
feature a distinct birthmark to allow
audiences to track her through time.

This style draws viewers through a
fragile = dreamscape, constantly
reminding them the film's world is
constructed and mutable.




Five Kitchens is a dream-like
drama about food, memory,
and the fragmented lives of

diasporas.

At its heart, its a memory Five Kitchens asks. what
fim—where borscht soup memories live within a dish,
becomes a symbol of identity, and how do they connect us to

loss, and connection. something bigger than
ourselves?




If the work inspires just one person
to call their grandmother and ask for
a recipe, it's done its job.

-Ari Kwasner-Catsi
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Five Kitchens is designed to act as both a
muliti-sensory, three-channel immersive art
installation and as a single-channel
experimental short film, making it a highly
adaptable project that sits between both the
art world and cinema.

For the installation version, audiences will
enter in a deconstructed kitchen, and will sit
at an old wooden table.

At the opposite end of the kitchen table
three large projections screens placed in a
concave-like shape will almost envelope the
viewer.

The three timelines within the film will play
out on the different screens as the stories
separate and intertwine.

In some of the planned installations, audiences
will be invited to eat a bowl of freshly prepared
Polish borscht, mirroring the film and adding

We will also utilise ambisonics audio to
taste, smell and texture to this memory and
create an immersive soundscape. sensory driven piece.




Ari Kwasner-Catsi
Writer/Director

Ari Kwasner-Catsi is a Greek-Polish-Australian
writer/director and producer, based in Sydney and
London, whose works interrogate identity, memory

and Dbelonging through  highly stylised,
genre-driven, pieces.

In 2022, working with University of Technology
Sydney, Ari was shortlisted for an Australian
was the recipient of the Blackbird Foundation’s
Protostars Grant and premiered at Melbourne
Underground Film Festival. He was then awarded
Blackbird's exclusive Follow-Up Fund to develop
the feature version. In 2025, he was shortlisted for
the BFl's Short Film Fund.

Ari has produced for emerging directors, including
Miski Omar’s Button Pusher (2025) which premiered
at Sydney Film Festival and Gee Small's BABY
(2025), with several other projects in development.
Currently, Ari is assisting BAF TA-winning director
Nick Hamm on two feature film projects.

Ari is the early stages of launching a joint production
Milly Alcock (House of the Dragons, Supergirl).




Their short film ‘Compass in Hand’, won Best
Cinematography at the Multicultural Mental
Health Film Festival (2023) and was award
by Samantha Littley, curator of Australian Art

fast-paced environments that demand strong
and independent
at well-known Sydney creative agencies
such as Sibling, where she honed her skills
project management.
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She was Head of Production for the Sydney
based production company, The Kitchen.
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commercial projects with budgets of up to 2
million, working for local and overseas
brands such as Teistra, Apple, and Qantas. In
the realm of music and experimental work, in
2021, she produced Shortwave: Deepfaith -
A Deepfaith Digital Odyssey, Act 1, which
was featured at the Sydney Opera House.




In 2025, she was cast as Supergirl, that is
premiering 2026. She also stars in Netflix's
Sirens (2025) Julianne Moore
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Milly Alcock -
Executive Producer .
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recipient of the Blake Beckett Award. Veronica

is represented in the UK by Cathy King at 42.

Veronica Gleeson
Executive Producer
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Geri Docherty
Editor
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Contact
Joslo Alexandra

&34_7503 692427
ello.aeaea.studios@gmail.com

. B T{u contents of this document
“ are private ufﬁ conhdanudl




